
Mythology: Tricksters and Scapegoats 

Anticipatory Set: “The Frogs Who Desired a King” 
 

 
 5 minutes 

Discussion: 

 Why do people tell stories? 

 Do you think that there has ever been a 
culture that doesn’t? Why not? 

 Mythos and Logos 

 Jungian and Campbellian Archetypes 
o Scapegoat 
o Trickster 

 
 
 

10 minutes 

Story Telling: 
“The Treasure of the Gods”  
“The Heart of the Monster” 

 
10.LA.1.2.1 

10.LA.2.3.1  

 

20 minutes 

Discussion: 

 What similarities do Loki and Coyote have? 

 What differences? 

 Numerology 

 Why do “we” need an “other”? 

 John Barleycorn, Seamus Heany, and 
Tollund Man  

 
10.LA.2.3.5  

 
15 minutes 

Quick Write: Mythologizing: Write a one-page 
freewrite-style mythological story about a made 
up trickster. 

 
10.LA.4.1.2  
10.LA.3.1.4 

10.LA.3.1.5  

 

10+ minutes 

 

Materials: 

Stories: 

 “The Frogs Who Desired a King” a fable of Aesop 

 “The Treasure of the Gods” from The Norse Myths 

 “The Heart of the Monster” 

 “John Barleycorn” 

 “The Grauble Man” and “Punishment” from North 

 

http://people.sinclair.edu/mildredmelendez/docs/267/archetype.pdf
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19994/19994-h/19994-h.htm
http://www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/lore47.html
http://www.davidpbrown.co.uk/poetry/robert-burns.html

